Sea Fever

For SATB Chorus and Piano
Music by John M. Tarrh

Words by John Masefield

Vocal Score



Instrumentation

SATB Chorus
Piano

Performance Notes

Performance time: approximately 5 minutes

Program Notes

Sea Fever (2024), setting John Masefield’s well-known and much-loved poem of the
same title, is in the style of a sea shanty. The piano accompaniment is intended to
give one the feeling of being at sea, as is the frequent use of hemiolas (rhythms of
three against two). Having grown up near the ocean, this poem has been a favorite
of mine for many years.

John M. Tarrh
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* A "trick" is defined by Masefield as "the ordinary two-hour spell at the wheel or on the look-out."
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